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Background 

As confirmed in document “CLIA Simulation Exercise: wastewater discharges in the Baltic Sea”1, submitted 

to the HELCOM Maritime 16th Meeting, in consultation with the Baltic ports CLIA is coordinating a simulation 

exercise in the Baltic Sea during the course of the 2016 season to identify mismatches between the needs of 

ships and the actual availability and adequacy of Port Reception Facilities in the ports of the region. 

For this exercise, cruise lines are operating a significant number of their ships in the Baltic as if the Special 

Area provisions were already in effect, providing a diverse representative sample of operational profiles.  

CLIA will use the input received from participating Members to produce a report on the availability and 

operational experiences related to of PRFs in the region, notably highlighting the challenges cruise ships 

currently face when endeavouring not to discharge wastewater at sea and providing information to help set 

a roadmap to address the infrastructural challenges in a timely manner. The shared goal of the cruise industry 

and the other regional stakeholders is allowing cruise ships to operate on Baltic itineraries without 

discharging wastewater at sea when the Special Area provisions come into effect.  

 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the update on the CLIA simulation exercise for the MARPOL Annex IV 

Special Area and to further consider the information, contained therein, within the margins of the HELCOM 

PRF Platform and the HELCOM WG MARITIME. 
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CLIA simulation exercise on MARPOL Annex IV Special Area: update 
During the 2016 cruise season in the Baltic Sea Area, 27 cruise ships have simulated the MARPOL Annex IV 

Special Area requirements, discharging sewage at existing PRFs.  

The reporting template used by ships to record their experiences has been shared with the ports and includes 

the possibility for the ships to provide data as well as their own comments on the situation regarding the 

various ports and PRFs. CLIA has already received more than 300 completed reports from participating ships 

to date. These 300 reports include the experiences in at least 21 ports in the Baltic Sea. In addition to these 

experiences, more detailed information on discharge operations in at least 14 ports (out of the 21 total) is 

included.  

Baltic ports visited by cruise ships have been invited to provide direct input and reports on discharge 

operations in their ports as well, using a similar template as the ships and essentially mirroring the exercise. 

This way, both experiences on the availability and adequacy of the PRFs can be taken into account. The data 

collection phase principally ran from May to August, with some ships continuing to simulate MARPOL Annex 

IV Special Area conditions in September in order to include a maximum number of ports in the region. Once 

the process has concluded, CLIA will draft a report analysing the feedback received.  

That report will be shared with HELCOM and other regional stakeholders to provide information that can 

inform critical and timely decision making regarding infrastructural needs and investments.  

 

 


